It Takes a Universe  

The child awakens to 

     a universe. The mind





    of the child





    to a world of meaning.





    Imagination to a world





    of beauty.  Emotions





    to a world of intimacy.






It takes a universe






to make a child both






in outer form and inner






spirit. It takes






a universe to educate






a child. A universe






to fulfill a child.




Each generation presides





over the meeting of these





two in the succeeding





generation. Thus our nursery





rhymes. These early stories, are





the most profound, most lovely,





most delightful sources





of guidance and inspiration





the child will ever know.






“Starlight, star bright …”






how memorable, inspiring.






instructive these verses






of Robert Louis Stevenson






from the later years






of the last century.




So now we write our





own verses, bringing





the child and the universe





into their mutual fulfillment.





While the stars ring out in





                          the heavens.

                                      (Thomas Berry commenting on a book of




      verse for children, November, 1996.)
